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were lived in a section of the world where even
to-day religion and nationality are one for large
portions of the population* That does not, however,
mean what it might at first signify to a Western
European: that the two are equal and separate
factors. It means that religion holds such a domi-
nating and comprehensive position that it serves not
only the functions which a departmentalized view of
life ascribes to it, but also the functions which that
view ascribes to nationality. It is not only the faith
of individuals-, the organiser of collective worship,
the moulder of consciences, the guide to conduct, but
also tile force which cements the individuals into a
group, laying the basis of their collective life, creating
the aims for that life, regulating its ways, establish-
ing its institutions, prescribing its laws, being its
constitution* In this conception the people is not a
nation that has a religion, but it is a religion that has
political institutions* The King is not a political
ruler who defends the faith, but a prophet of the faith
who rules in its name* We can speak of it as a com*
bination of religion and nationality only from our
later and different point of view* From the point of
view of the ancient Jaws it was not a combination, but
a unity, religion covering the whole of life*
The ancient history of the Jews in Palestine left,